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Purpose:

This strategy will encourage students to work together in groups to review or preview specific content and practice categorizing skills.
Process:  
1. Prepare the cards ahead of time.  Cards could range in topic from vocabulary words, geographic locations, mathematical concepts, etc….
2. So that the game will fit the name, “Five Card Draw”, identify five items or cards for each set and prepare the number of sets you need to have one card per student.

3. Ask the students to draw a card or have them draw (from a deck) as you circulate around the room.

4. Students then move around the room to find four other students who “fit” with the category represented by the item on the card.

5. After the groups have been formed, students study the material and the categories that are represented by their cards.  They are expected to figure out exactly how they fit together and plan how to explain their material to the whole class.  Each group member must be able to define, explain, or demonstrate all the concepts the group represents.

6. The discussion or review can continue using one of several formats.  To continue with the random selection format, have students number off at each table, then spin a spinner or draw a straw, and have the selected student answer a question related to the material being studied.
7. Other students could have listening logs, learning logs, or journals in which they take notes to record the information being shared by their classmates.
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